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de Molay showed signs of great indignation and crossed him-
self several times. He seemed to be struck with amazement
during the repetition of his confession, perhaps because it had
been falsified, perhaps because, having made it under a vow
of secrecy and been promised that its contents would be com-
municated only to the Pope, he felt betrayed that his words
should be published in open court.
As soon as the recital ended, the Grand Master cried out
that the rulers of the Church were protected from the wrath
of man, but not from the wrath of God. Were such charges
made by laymen, he would know how to deal with them.
The commissioners interpreted this as a challenge to fight,
and replied sharply that they were not there to receive
challenges. " I did not mean that ", said de Molay, " but
I wish it was the custom here, as it is among the Saracens
and Tartars, to cut off the heads of perjurers ". The com-
missioners again enquired whether de Molay still desired to
defend the Order, and the Archbishop of Narbonne pointed
out that the Church handed obstinate heretics over to the
temporal arm for punishment. This was said so meaningly
that de Molay became nervous and confused. Among
Philip's officers in court was William de Plasian, and the
Grand Master, who had been intimate with him and trusted
his judgment, asked that they should be allowed to consult
privately at this point. De Plasian had played a highly
important part in the arrest of the Templars, He was dis-
turbed at this unexpected resistance on the part of de Molay,
not only because of what the Grand Master might reveal,
but because of the moral effect on the other prisoners of a
spirited defence by their chief. He welcomed the oppor-
tunity to talk over de Molay and during the discussion in
an adjoining room he tried to induce the Grand Master to
abandon the defence. At least, he urged, de Molay should
give himself time for reconsideration, and he persuaded him
to ask for an adjournment. The commissioners granted a